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ong, long ago, when this old world was still very young, there was a
. boy named Epimetheus. He had neither father nor mother; and to keep him
—sicompany, a lictle girl, who, like himself, had no father or mother, was sent
from a far country to live with him and be his playmate. Her name was
Pandora.

The first thing Pandora saw when she came to the cottage where Epimetheus
lived was a great wooden box.

“What have you in the box, Epimetheus?” she asked.

“That is a secret,” answered Epimetheus, “and you must not ask any questions
about it. The box was left here to be kept safely and I myself do not know
what is in it.”

“But who gave it to you?” asked Pandora. “And where did it come from?”

“That’s a secret too,” answered Epimetheus.

“How tiresome.” Pandora pouted. “I wish that ugly box were out of the way!”
And she looked very cross.

“Oh, come, don’t think of it anymore,” cried Epimetheus. “Let’s play games
outdoors with the other children.”

It is thousands of years since Epimetheus and Pandora were alive. Then, everybody
was a child. The children needed no fathers and mothers to take care of them because




é% ‘emult, tare demult, pe cind aceasta lume batrini era Inca foarte tanara,
4 grrﬁia un baiat pe care-l chema Epimeteu. Nu avea nici mama, nici tat3; in
il

A" schimb, ca si-i tini tovarisie, avea o fetita care, la fel ca si el, nu avea parinti
si fusese trimisa dintr-o tara indepartata ca sa traiasca alacuri de el si sa-i fie tovaras
de joaca. Pe fetitd o chema Pandora.

Primul lucru pe care l-a vazut Pandora cind a ajuns la cisuta in care locuia
Epimeteu a fost o cutie mare din lemn.

—  Ce ai in cutia aia, Epimeteu? intrebd ea.

— Astae o taind, raspunse Epimeteu, si nu mai trebuie sa pui intrebiri despre ea.
Cutia a fost lasata aici pentru a fi pastrata la loc sigur si nici eu nu stiu ce se afla in ea.

— Dar cine ti-a dat-o! intreba Pandora. Si de unde a venit!

— Si asta e o taini, raspunse Epimeteu.

— Ce treabi nesuferiti, spuse Pandora bosumflindu-se. Mai bine nu mai
vedeam cutia asta.

Zicand acestea, Pandora se arita foarte suparata.
— Fi, haide, nu te mai gandi la ea, strigd Epimeteu. Hai si ne jucim afara
cu ceilalti copii.
Au trecut mii de ani de cind traiau Epimeteu si Pandora. Pe atunci, toti oamenii
erau copii. Copiii nu aveau nevoie de pirinti care sa le poarte de grija pentru ca nu



